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Amendment to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims replaces all previous versions and listings of claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented m ethod for managing 
inventory of a stock item over a number of specified c o n von io n t time periods, comprising: 

receiving an updated demand forecast and updating projected forecast dat a, the 
projected forecast data including a quantity of said stock item expected to be consumed 
during at least one of said number of specified time periods ; 

determining for a given time period: 

projected inventory level using said projected forecast data, supplier 
commitment data, and prior periods' projected inventory levels; and 

protected days of supply of inventory using said projected inventory level for a 
current time period and projected forecast data for subsequent periods; and 

whenfi f) said projected days of supply is out of a predetermined range for a given 
time period, talcing corrective action. 

2. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 1, wherein 
said given time period is established by at least one of: 

a supplier, and 
a manufacturer. 

3. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 1, wherein 
said deter m i nin g for a given time period said projected inventory level includes providing a 
search criteria including a part number identifying said stock item, 

4. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 3, wherein 
said search criteria includes a part name identifying said stock item. 

5. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim l t wW^n 
said search criteria includes a part description identifying said stock item. 
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6. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 1, wherein 
said number of specified e e nvoni o nt time periods includes a selected horizon. 

7. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 1, wherein 
said number of specified convenient time periods is measured in increments of time, said 
increments including one of: 

days; 

weeks; and 
months. 

8. (Cancelled) Tho method of claim 1, wh e r e in Gaid project e d forecast data 
includes a quantity of said stock item expect e d to be con sumed d uring - at least one of said 
number of conv e nient tim e periods. 

9. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 1, wherein 
said supplier commitment data includes a quantity of said stock item a supplier commits to 
provide for a manufacturer. 

1 0. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 1 , wherein 
said determining for a given time period said projected inventory level includes performing a 
calculation comprising: 

PI(n) - PI(n-l) - F(n-1) + C(n-1); 
wherein further: 

PI represents a projected inventory value; 

*n represents a variable, said variable representing a time period; 

F represents a projected forecast value; and 

C represents a supplier commitment value. 
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1 1 . (Currently amended) The computer- implemented method of claim 1, wherein 
said predetermined range for said projected days of supply is established by at least one of: 

a manufacturer; and 
a suppEer. 

1 2. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 1 , wherein 
said predetermined range for said projected days of supply is a single number 

13 . (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 1 , wherein 
said projected d ays of supply is measured in time increments including one of: 

days; 

weeks; and 
months. 

14. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 1, wherein 
said corrective action includes modifying said supplier commitment data. 

1 5 . (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 1 4, 
wherein said modifying said supplier commitment data includes delaying a shipment. 

16. (Currently amended) The computer-implemented m ethod of claim 14, 
wherein said modifying said supplier commitment data includes increasing said supplier 
commitment data. 

1 7. (Currently amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable 
computer program code for managing inventory of a stock item over a number of 
specified o onvenient time periods, the storage medium including instructions for causing a 
computer to implement a method, comprising: 
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receiving an updated demand forecast and updating projected forecast dat a, the 
projected forecast data including a quantity of said stock item expected to be consumed 
during at least one of said number of specified time periods ; 

determining for a given time period: 

projected inventory level using said projected forecast data, supplier commitment 
data, and prior periods' projected inventory levels; and 

projected d ays of supply of inventory using said projected inventory level for a current 
time period and profected forecast data for subsequent periods; and 

fi flwhen said projected days of supply is out of a predetermined range for a given 
time period, taking corrective action. 

1 8. (Original) The storage medium of claim 17, wherein said given time period is 
established by at least one of: 

a supplier; and 
a manufacturer. 

19. (Original) The storage medium of claim 17, wherein said determining for a 
given time period said projected inventory level includes providing a search criteria including 
a part number identifying said stock item. 

20. (Original) The storage medium of claim 19, wherein said search criteria 
includes a part name identi fying said stock item. 

21. (Original) The storage medium of claim 19, wherein said search criteria 
includes apart description identifying said stock item. 

22. (Currently amended) The storage medium of claim 1 7, wherein said number 
of specifie d convenient time periods includes a selected horizon. 
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23 . (Currently amended) The storage medium of claim 1 7, wherein said number 
of specified oonveni e nt time periods is measured in increments of time, said increments 
including one of: 

days; 

weeks; and 
months. 

24. (Cancelled) Tho otorago medium of claim - 17, wherein -s aid proj e cted for e cast 
data includ e s a quantity of said stoolc it o m o xp o oted to bo consumed during at l east on o of 
said number of conveni e nt timo poH edsr 

25. (Original) The storage medium of claim 1 7, wherein said supplier 
commitment data includes a quantity of said stock item a supplier commits to provide for a 
manufacturer. 

26. (Original) The storage medium of claim 17, wherein said determining for a 
given time period said projected inventory level includes performing a calculation 
comprising: 

PI(n) = PI(n-l) - F(n-1) + C(n-1); 
wherein further: 

PI represents a projected inventory value; 

n represents a variable, said variable representing a time period; 

F represents a projected forecast value; and 

C represents a supplier commitment value. 

27. (Original) The storage medium of claim 1 7, wherein said predetermined 
range for said projected days of supply is established by at least one of: 

a manufacturer; and 
a supplier. 
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28. (Original) The storage medium of claim 17, wherein said predetennined 
range for said projected days of supply is a single number. 

29. (Original) The storage medium of claim 17, wherein said days of supply is 
measured in time increments including one of: 

days; 

weeks; and 
months. 

30. (Original) The storage medium of claim 17, wherein said corrective action 
includes modifying said supplier commitment data. 

3 1 . (Original) The storage medium of claim 30, wherein said modifying said 
supplier commitment data includes delaying a shipment. 

32. (Original) The storage medium of claim 30, wherein said modifying said 
supplier commitment data includes increasing said supplier commitment data. 

33. (New") The method of claim 1. wherein the projected days of supplyis 

determined for each time period by performing a calculation, comprising: 

FDOSftri = DP * ft + CI/Ffn+lV): 

whejr ein fortfrer; 

PDOS represents a projected davs of supply value: 

n represents a variable for the given period: 

DP represents a number of davs supply in the given period: 

i represents an index with a value from 1 through n: 

CI represents a coverage inventory, the coverage inventory is initialized with the 

projected inventory level at the beginning of the given period: and 
F represents a forecast value. 
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34. (New) The storage medium of claim 17, wherein the projected days of supp ly 

is determined for each time period by performing a calculation, comprising: 

PPOSfn^l = DP * (i + ClZF(n+iy>; 
wherein further: 

PDOS represents a projected days of supply value: 

n represents a variable for the given period: 

DP represents a number of days supply in the given period: 

i represents an index with a value from 1 through n: 

CI represents a coverage inventory, the coverage inventory is initialized with the 

projected inventory level at the beginning of the given period; and 
F represents a forecast value. 
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